A Guided Walk Around Pittville

This walk starts and finishes at the Pittville Pump Room, where
there is ample free parking. It is about 2 miles long, and the route
is shown on the map opposite, to which the numbers in the text
refer. The upper floor of the Pump Room houses one of
Cheltenham's three museums, the Gallery of Fashion, with
displays of costume from 1760 to 1960, set in the context of
Cheltenham's history. The museum also contains a number of
paintings, prints, documents and artefacts relating to the history
of Pittville.

As you follow the walk, note the variety of architectural styles
used at Pittville, in particular the Greek and Gothic revivals, both
of which were popular in England during the years in which the
estate was developed. Pittville's houses were built of brick, and
then fronted with either stone or (more usually) stucco, which
was then painted to look like stone. Stucco lends itself to the
application of intricate mouldings, and many of the houses have
attractive external details, such as fluted Ionic columns and
friezes of Greek motifs. Many of them are also graced by
ornamental ironwork, in the form of railings, balconies, verandas
and bootscrapers; although the ironwork is now painted black, it
is thought that much of it was originally either gilded or painted
dark green.
This text was prepared c1990, and is still an accurate guide to
the area. Please note, however, that there is no longer a Gallery
of Fashion at the Pump Room, and the Pittville Gates
mentioned on p. 5 have recently been restored as the result of a
major project by the Friends of Pittville.

Please save or print out this booklet and use it for a self-guided
tour of Pittville.

From the front of the Pump Room (1), take the path on your right, past
the bandstand, and follow it until you reach the lake, which is crossed
by one of the two ornamental bridges built by 1827 (2). The bridge
commands a good view across the lake to the second bridge, with the
Cotswold Hills beyond.
Across the bridge is the northern half of the Long Garden, which was
originally surrounded by railings; these were removed for salvage
during the Second World War. Follow the path through the garden (3),
noting on your left, in Pittville Lawn, some of the estate's finest villas,
which we shall see in more detail later. On your right, in Evesham
Road, are houses in a very different style; dating from the 1870s, they
are typical of the small number of houses built at Pittville during the
late Victorian era.
At the end of the path is a timberframed refreshment kiosk (4). It was
built in 1903 to replace the 'Little Spa', a subsidiary well which stood
between the site of the kiosk and Pittville Lawn.
Cross Central Cross Drive, in front of the kiosk, and take the path to
your right through the southern part of the Long Garden, adjoining
Evesham Road. The houses on your right were built in the late 1930s
on the site of Anlaby House, one of the few pre 1860 houses in
Pittville to have been demolished.
Immediately beyond the 1930s houses is the tall 40 Evesham Road
(5), which is the only house in the proposed Cleeveland Parade that
was completed before its builders went bankrupt in 1838. The
remainder of the terrace's site was later occupied by Anlaby House
and its extensive garden.
40 Evesham Road is adjoined, to the south, by Cleeveland House (6),
now a hotel, with Novar Lodge (7) on the opposite side of Wellington
Road, and Pittville Parade beyond (8). Here, the intention was clearly
to alternate villas and terraces, but the plan was disrupted by the
failure to complete Cleeveland Parade

From the Long Garden, cross Evesham Road and follow Wellington
Road into Wellington Square, passing, on either side, the mews at the
rear of Evesham Road. Here, as elsewhere in Pittville, the original
stables and coachhouses have been converted into garages, studios
and private houses.
On reaching Wellington Square, turn right and follow the roadway
around the Square, which was named after the l st Duke of Wellington,
who visited Cheltenham five times between 1805 and 1828. The
houses here are especially varied; note in particular the bowfronted
Harwood House, built in 1834  5 (9) and, in complete contrast to
anything else at Pittville, the redbrick Eastholme, built c. 1870 (10).
Immediately opposite Eastholme, on the north side of the Square, is its
earliest house, Glenmore Lodge (18267), with a hint of Gothic Revival
in its windows (11). The west side of the Square is occupied by an
elaborate TudorGothic terrace (12), built in 1845  59; the actor
William Macready lived at 6 Wellington Square West between 1860
and 1873 and it is said that Charles Dickens stayed at the house.
Beyond the terrace, in the southwest corner of the Square is the
former Nursery Ground, which retains part of its original railings (13).
On reaching the corner diagonally opposite Harwood House, turn right
towards Clarence Square, noting, on your right, the lane between the
two Squares, which commands an attractive view of the cupola of St.
Paul's Church (182931), designed by John Forbes. On reaching
Clarence Square, turn right and follow the roadway around the Square,
which was named after the Duke of Clarence, later King William IV.
Apart from the TudorGothic terrace on its west side (14), built 1840 
4, the houses in Clarence Square are all in a restrained Classical style,
with good ironwork and fanlights. Most of them date from 1832  8, the
only exceptions being on the south side, where nos. 1519 (15) were
built in 1847  9, ten years after nos. 114 (16), but follow the earlier
design. No. 19 was the home of the Australian explorer Charles Sturt
between 1863 and his death in 1869 (17).

From the south side of the Square, continue into Clarence Road,
passing (right) North Place, in which are two of the original iron
bollards marking the southern boundary of the estate (18).
Beyond North Place is Holy Trinity Church (19), 1820  23, which
has always been the church for the Pittville Estate.

Continue to the corner of Evesham Road, and turn left. Here may
be seen (left) Pittville Parade (8), 1825  36, the earliest houses
of which, now 6  8 Evesham Road, were probably the first
houses built at Pittville (20A & B). Opposite Pittville Parade is
Blenheim Parade 18337 (21A). The northern half of the Terrace
(21B) is a new development, completed in 2006 and replicating,
almost exactly, the original southern half.

Return to Clarence Road and turn left. On your right is Pittville
Terrace (22), 1831  3, in which no. 4 was the birthplace of the
composer Gustav Holst in 1874. It is now the Holst Birthplace
Museum (23), with period rooms, including a Regency drawing
room, a Victorian bedroom, kitchen and scullery and an
Edwardian nursery. The colours in which the house is painted
adhere to those used at Pittville during its early years.

Almost opposite the Museum are the Pittville Gates (24), forming
the entrance to Pittville Park; although the stone piers are
original (c.1830), the ironwork, including the canopy with
Cheltenham's coat of arms, was added in 1897. Go through the
Gates into Pittville Lawn, this part of which was originally known
as Segrave Place, after Lord Segrave (later Earl Finhardinge),
one of the 'leading lights' of Cheltenham society during the early
19th century. The houses here date from 1832  48; note
especially nos. 24, on your left (25). Although they look almost
identical, no. 2 was built in 1835 and no. 4 in 1847  8, at the
same time as the adjoining row of villas.

Return to the Gates and turn left into Prestbury Road. Ahead of
you are the bowfronted Leamington House, 1833  4, and 15
Leamington Place (1839  40), which are the only shops on the
estate (26). Continue along Prestbury Road to Pittville Circus
(27), which was laid out (as Albert Circus) in 1839  40. Cross the
roundabout in front of you and continue along Prestbury Road.
On your left, past the unusual Southend House (28) (1840  1),
are Pittville Villas (29) (1837  41), which have particularly
attractive verandas and windowshutters. At the north end of
Pittville Villas is a terrace of three smaller houses, originally
called Pittville Place, which were begun in 1827 and completed
in 1831 (30).

Retrace your steps towards Pittville Circus, noting, across the
roundabout, the large villas on either side of Prestbury Road
(31).

These were both built by Edward Cope in 1839  40 and, if the
house on the right (32A), now Christie College, had received a
tower similar to Apsley House on the left (32B), they would have
formed an impressive feature on the road from Prestbury to
Cheltenham.

On reaching Pittville Circus, cross Albert Road (right) and follow
Wellington Road to Pittville Lawn. Here, turn right to see the
superb villas and terraces facing the Long Garden. Of the three
terraces, the southernmost (nos. 2937) was built in 1826  7
(33A & B), the two terraces further north being 'carbon copies' of
1836  8 (33C & D).

Between the terraces, and in the northern part of Pittville Lawn
are a succession of villas, each of which repays close
examination. Note in particular Regency Lodge (c. 1835), with its
Corinthian columns (34) and, across Central Cross Drive, the
Gothic Revival Malden Court (1838), with its elaborate
bargeboards (35).

Further on are Dorset Villa (1840  1), perhaps the most striking
example of Greek Revival on the estate (36), and Lake House &
Ravenhurst (18334), a 'double villa' with excellent details, although its
symmetry has been marred by the removal of the top storey of Lake
House (37).

Facing Lake House are four of the original stone piers from the gates
into the Long Garden (38), with (at least in winter) a good view of the
Pump Room, across the lake (39). Turn right here, and follow the
roadway, with the railings on your left, until you reach the gate leading
to the second ornamental bridge (40). Cross the bridge and follow the
path around the north side of the lake, which will bring you to the lawns
in front of the Pump Room.
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